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Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Carers
This week’s edition…..
I hope this week’s “Learning Together” finds everyone safe and well. In this
week’s edition we share some fantastic learning from our Grade 5/6 students. We
learn a little bit more about Casey Middleton as well as celebrate the published
work of one of our many talented parents, Emma White. There are also some tips
for family health and well-being as well as a great persuasive writing piece done by
Nathan T!
National Gallery of Victoria (NGV)—Virtual Tours and Excursions
Just because we are stuck in isolation with stage 3 and 4 restrictions, doesn’t mean we can’t visit
some of the great places in Australia or around the world. Many organisations have “virtual tours”
that can be done from the comfort of home—without the need to be wearing masks or social
distancing in long queues. The NGV is one such place that has a number of online tours that
families can enjoy together. There is a great display called “Marking Time” that includes Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander artwork. Follow the link here to enjoy the artwork and learn more about
this wonderful culture.
https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/virtual-tours/marking-time/

Michael Smith (Principal) - “Learning Together”
Is your current Grade 6 student travelling by bus next year?
If your child is in Grade 6 and will be travelling by bus to
secondary school next year, it is essential that you submit your
bus application ASAP. If you need a form go to the Drouin
Secondary College website. Under the enrolment tab there is
a link at the bottom that takes you to transport information.

IMPORTANT DATES
Friday 18th September is the final day of
Term 3. We are awaiting news from Premier
Andrews and Minister Merlino about the
return to onsite schooling in Term 4.
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GETTING TO KNOW DSPS STAFF
Name: Casey Middleton – OHSC Coordinator, Education Support, Pre-Service
Teacher
Eye colour: Hazel
Family / Pets: Mum (Janine), little sister (Chloe), partner (Ben) and my very cheeky
dog, Jasper.
How long have you been at DSPS? This is my 11th year. DSPS is kind of like my
second home.
What does a perfect weekend look like for you? Anything relaxing - visiting friends,
going to a market, day trips, shopping or reading a good book.
What’s a great book you’ve read recently? I’m hooked on the “Miss Peregrine’s
Home for Peculiar Children” series. They’re amazingly written and full of suspense!
Do you have a favourite movie? That’s a difficult question. I watch a bit of everything and don’t
think I have just one favourite.
If you could visit anywhere in the world you’ve never been, where would you go? It’s on my bucket
list to one day go to Egypt and Peru.

What’s your secret talent that no one knows about? I’ve always loved drawing. I have many
folders of my work hidden away at home.
What’s your favourite season and why? My favourite season is definitely Spring. I love how the
days are slowly getting longer and warmer. I’m not a fan of the heat or the cold. Spring is my
happy medium.

What’s your guilty pleasure? I’ve got a little bit of a sweet tooth. If I go out for breakfast or lunch
I’ll usually hunt for pancakes or waffles on the menu.

What is the best piece of advice you’ve ever received? “Would you rather be
the person at the end saying, ‘I’m glad I did that’, or ‘I wish I’d done that’?”

Remote Learning can be a lot of fun! Here are some samples of
learning tasks submitted so far by the students in Grade 4/5!

Remote Learning 2.0 in 5/6
ARRAYS AROUND THE HOME

This term 5/6 have been creating Digital Reader’s
Notebooks.
Above:
Jaxon AAreader’s
has made a
array
notebook is a place where students can set Lego
goals, keep
trackto
of demonstrate
their reading
4x5 and 5x4.
and learn to take notes while reading.
Some of the pages we have created in our notebooks help us to assess
ourselves as readers, ask deep questions to clarify meaning, and making
meaningful connections.

Alyssa keeps
track of her
questions
before,
during, and
after reading
a text.

Charlotte has reflected
on herself as a reader
to help her connect
with the texts she
chooses.

The front cover of
Archie’s Reader’s
Notebook, shows the
type of texts he likes
to read.

5/6 have just started having fun with order of
operations. I wonder how many grown-ups still
remember BODMAS and can solve this puzzle?

Kira’s reading log helps track information about Kira’s reading. A reading log helps to develop good
reading habits and set goals with stamina and genre in mind.

Clover the Cow
illustrated by EMMA WHITE
We're pleased to announce a new book release right here in South Gippsland!
How exciting—Ashley and Mark’s Mum, Emma, has illustrated a picture
story book! This is a great achievement as only the very best of artists are
asked to illustrate books. So congratulations to Emma - we can’t wait to get
our library copies.
"Clover the Cow" is a new picture book for primary school children, with the
added bonus of extra sections to cater for readers and learners of all ages.
Clover is a calf who lives in the rolling green hills of South Gippsland. Her
adventures take her around the farm where she discovers various nasty
weeds. Along with her friends she learns that farmers, and even other
animals, work hard to keep weeds like ragwort, blackberries and thistles out
of her pasture. Following the story of Clover's adventures are some more
facts about weeds. Then there's a section about dairy farms with lots of
information and pictures to show what happens to milk after it has left the
farm gate – the many and varied
products that are created right here in
South Gippsland!
The fictional story of "Clover" was
written by Jackie Wilmann of Poowong
and illustrated by Emma White of
Drouin. We hope that you would like to
buy a copy for yourself. "Clover the
Cow" is available for $15 at the Poowong
Post Office, by emailing
poowong@live.com, sending a text
message to 0418-595429 or writing to
"Clover", C/o PCCC at P.O. Box 9,
Poowong 3988.

A Persuasive Text is a form of non-fiction writing which aims to convince the reader of a
certain point of view. Advertisements and newspaper columns are good examples of persuasive
text. This persuasive text is by Nathan T and aims to convince the reader that Drouin South
Primary School should hold a “Bring Your Pet to School Day”.

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

