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Student of the Week
Marley T: For taking on board feedback and for producing
amazing Writing. Well Done
Oliver C: For his positive attitude when trying new things
during swimming.
Ivy S: For her fantastic respect and listening at swimming
lessons and putting in a great effort with her reading. Well
done!
Archie P: For his incredibly inspiring approach to all new
learning, and his willingness to support his classmates as
they take learning risks. Superstar Archie!
Emilija O: For being a focused, organised and committed
learner as well as demonstrating all of our other school values
this week. Keep up the fantastic work Emilija!!
Erica J: For focus during our Reader's Workshop,
comparing characters and themes.
Performing Arts: Awarded to Lincoln H for his confident and
focused participation in Performing Arts. You're a superstar!
Performing Arts: Awarded to Oliver C for outstanding focus
and consideration of the Success Criteria when completing
his Origami task in Art.
OSHC: Awarded to Emma T for working well with peers to
create and play games.

IMPORTANT DATES
Monday 29th August—Father’s Day Stall (see p.3)
Friday 2nd September—Book Character Dress Up Day (p.4)

Tuesday 6th September—2023 Prep transition sessions
Friday 9th September—Pyjama Day (p.3)
Monday 12th September—Student Led Conferences—after school
Friday 16th September—Professional Practice Day—no students at school

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Dear Parents and Carers
Swimming and Water Safety Completed
Our students have now completed their 5 days swimming and water safety sessions.
The feedback from students, parents and teachers has been extremely positive. We
anticipate that this program will now become a part of our annual calendar and hope
that we can continue to secure funds from various sources to keep the costs down.
I wish to thank all parents who gave their time to assist with students travelling to and from the pool and for
helping students organise themselves both before and after the lessons. Your assistance was very much
appreciated.
Book Week Dress Up Day
Next Friday 2nd September, Drouin South Primary School is celebrating Book Week. This day is a great way
to have fun with books and stories by getting into character for a day. All students (staff and parents too!)
are invited to dress as a story character for the day. We will commence the day with a “Parade of
Characters” and will share some books and stories throughout the day. Parents are invited to attend the
Book parade which will be held in the undercover area (weather permitting) from approximately 9.10am.
Policy Updates
Our school policies are constantly being updated and are all available to parents and community members on
our school website. Each policy is aligned with Department of Education requirements and are all updated to
reflect the new Child Safe Standards which came into effect as of July 1st 2022. Our most current updates
include:
•
Anaphylaxis
•
Complaints Policy
•
First Aid
•
Health Care Needs
•
Student Well-Being and Engagement
•
Working with Children Checks
•
Visitors
•
Volunteers
•
Yard Duty
Also updated are our
•
Child Safety Policy, Child Safety Code of Conduct
•
Child Safe Risk Register
•
Child Safety Reporting Obligations.
Please make yourself aware of these policies and feel free to clarify any questions you may have by
contacting the school.

Next week in Respectful Relations Curriculum
students will be learning about the RUOK Day
initiative. They will participate in activities that
have been developed to support the initiative.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (continued)
No Students at School on Last day Term 3—Professional Practice Day for Teachers
At present teachers are entitled to 3 Professional Practice days each year. (This will reduce to 2 next year and
1 in 2024 and 2025). Due to shortages of casual teaching staff, the Department of Education has directed
schools to hold these days as common days meaning all teachers will be released on the same day within a
school. Our next Professional Practice Day for DSPS will be held on Friday 16th September (last day of Term
3). This means that students will not attend school on that day. On Professional Practice Days, teachers are
required focus on elements of classroom teaching such as assessment, planning and/or professional learning
to work on administrative work, collaboration with colleagues or professional learning .
Student Led Conferences—Last Week of Term NOW Monday 15th September (2.30pm to 5.30pm)
As part of our drive to build self-awareness as learners and student agency in learning, this term we will be
holding Student Led Conferences on Monday 15th September between 2.30 and 5.30pm.
Successful student-lead conferences require changes in the roles that teacher, student and parent have
played in traditional parent-teacher conferencing. Teachers become facilitators, students become leaders
and parents become active listeners and questioners.
A student-led conference is a meeting with a student and his or her family and teachers during which the
student shares samples of his/her school work and discusses progress with family members.
The student facilitates the meeting from start to finish. Student-led
conferences will implemented at all grade levels, P–6. Teachers will
be assisting students to prepare for their conference over the coming
weeks. The preparation creates an authentic purpose for good
organizational and communication skills. The structure builds
students’ sense of responsibility and accountability for their own
learning, and it helps to hone their understanding of what it means to
meet learning targets.
Student Led Conferences will provide time for parents to sit with their child and let their child “self-report”
about their learning. This is a very important skill for students to acquire and something that will obviously
be built on during their years of school.
Our Student Led Conferences will be held “in stations” meaning several student led conferences will be
conducted in each learning space with teachers roving to provide support.
Parents will be provided with some guiding questions to assist the students to talk about their learning
effectively.
Please note that these conferences are all about your child. Teachers are certainly available to speak to at
other times throughout the year, however, we stress that student led conferences are a time to celebrate
your child’s achievements in their learning.
We are very excited about this initiative and we will be asking parents to book times soon! We hope that all
students and parents will attend as this is an important part of learning and reporting.

Michael Smith—Principal
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Australian Geographic— World’s Most Incredible Animals
by Karen McGhee & Liz Ginis
Encounter the most incredible animals in the world with
this easy-to-read, all-in-one reference book!
You’ll meet the deadliest, weirdest, most endangered and
most extreme animals from every corner of the globe,
including Asia’s Bengal tiger, North America’s grizzly bear
and Africa’s goliath frog.
This book will help you to appreciate the breadth and
diversity of the animal kingdom, while also helping you to
understand and
learn about
these incredible
animals. From

Find this and other great
books in the DSPS library!

Booktopia

MUSIC LESSONS AT
DROUIN SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Piano, guitar, flute, clarinet, saxophone, and violin lessons
are available at DSPS! There are group lessons or private
lessons available. Group lessons are $10 a week. Private
lessons of 20min are $19, and 30min are $28 per week.
Please call Sarah Considine if
interested on Mob:0427885306

Change of
clothes
Especially with the
wet weather, it is a
great idea to keep
a change of clothes
in a plastic bag in
your child’s school
bag. Gumboots
are also a great
idea.

