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Student of the Week
Lachy J: For using his reading strategies that he has learnt
in class, to decode unfamiliar words.
Elaina W: For her participation during Maths sessions.
Adam K: For his excellent effort and wonderful results
when exploring fact families during Maths. Superstar Adam!
Hudson S: For displaying all of our school values this
week. Hudson you have worked tirelessly in all areas of
your schooling!!
Performing Arts: Awarded to Emily W for a beautifully
creative sea creature that demonstates her understanding
of the Art Element of 'Line'. Great work Emily.
Performing Arts: Awarded to Lukin P for his thoughtful
contributions and consideration of his peers during
Performing Arts. You're a superstar Lukin!
OSHC: Awarded to Caitlin M for being a great role model
at OSHC. Well done!

IMPORTANT DATES
Friday 27th May—5.30pm DSPS Community Picnic and Movie (see p.3)
Tuesday 31st—Winter Sport
Monday 6th to Wednesday 8th June—Gr.3-6 camp
Wednesday 8th June—9.30 to 10.30am—Open Classroom Visits & School Tour
Monday 13th June—PUBLIC HOLIDAY—Queen’s Birthday
Wednesday 15th June—7 to 8pm—Prep Information Night (see p.4)

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Dear Parents and Carers
Celebration of the Week—Well done to our Cross Country representatives who competed in
the Division Cross Country on Wednesday. Congratulations to everyone on your efforts and for
being caring, respectful learners. Well done to Ashlyn Board on finishing first in her event!!
Ashlyn now proceeds through to the Regional Cross Country Event.

Maths CATs—What Are they?
CATs or Common Assessment Tasks are used across all levels of Drouin South PS in the area of Mathematics. Our
Professional Learning Teams (Junior and Senior) work collaboratively and use the Victorian Curriculum to determine
the skills and knowledge that they want the students to develop throughout a unit of work.
Questions are carefully set to align with each separate skill or knowledge trait and the questions vary in type. (eg.
short answer, multiple choice, draw a picture, make a model, plot numbers on a number line etc.)
The PRE-CATs are given to the students prior to starting the unit of learning. The teachers then mark the CAT and
determine which areas the students know and don’t know. The teams share this data and discuss how they are going
to ensure all students are going to be taught at their next point of learning.
Teachers then refer to research and reference texts to learn about the best strategies for teaching the concept (e.g.
Place Value, Addition and Subtraction, Fractions and Decimals).
Teachers teach and then monitor student learning throughout the
course of the unit.

At the conclusion of the unit, teachers the use a POST-CAT. This is
the same CAT used at the beginning of the unit. When plotting the
results of this test, teachers can determine the growth of skills and
knowledge that have occurred throughout the teaching and learning
sessions. By discussing the POST-CAT results, teachers can assess the
effectiveness of their teaching strategies and also determine
students that still require some focussed intervention on the topic.

Illness and Absences
We are still being impacted by illness and absence in both students and staff. It is really important that students are
still being tested using the RATs twice a week. Some of our staff have recently been off with Covid and Grade 3/4, 4/5
and 5/6 have been the most affected. Please continue to monitor even when children are not showing symptoms. Flu
season also upon us so this is another potential challenge to staff and student attendance. Please stay well, keep
testing and stay home if you are not well.
Michael Smith—Principal
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Next week in Respectful Relations
curriculum , students will learn about
problem solving in peer situations. They
will identify conflict resolution strategies to
lead to positive outcomes.

New in the Library!
Thanks to your Scholastic Book Club orders we have been able
to purchase this fantastic resource for our library.

DK Eyewitness—Cat

by Juliet Clutton-Brock

Explore the world of the cat, discovering the wonders of both wild cats and
domesticated breeds. Find out about fearsome feline predators, super-sharp
senses, and common cat characteristics.
‘See a

jaguar swimming, a cat that can outrun a car, a leopard who lost his spots,
and a black panther stalking its prey. Learn why cats need whiskers, how they purr,
how the Manx cat lost its tail, and why a tiger is striped. Discover how cats
communicate, how cats find their way home, why
the black cat has been both persecuted and
pampered, why they are said to have nine lives, and
more. From domestic cats to the beasts prowling in
the wild, Eyewitness: Cat looks at these beautiful
mammals that are a part of our world. ‘Amazon

Find this and other great books in the
DSPS library!

MUSIC LESSONS AT
DROUIN SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Piano, guitar, flute, clarinet, saxophone, and violin lessons are
available at DSPS! There are group lessons or private lessons
available. Group lessons are $10 a week. Private lessons of 20min
are $19, and 30min are $28 per week.
Please call Sarah Considine if interested on Mob:0427885306.

