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Student of the Week
Leo W: For having a wonderful start to Prep and for using
reading strategies to read unknown words.
Cooper F: For putting in a fantastic effort in his reading and
writing and great active listening during class discussions.
Well done!
Graham D: For consistently being a positive learner who
demonstrates a growth mindset at all times. Superstar
Graham!
Kiaree M: For showing a growth mindset in all areas of her
learning this week. Keep up the great work Kiaree!!
Xander T: For showing resilience when subtracting
large numbers. You are a super learner!
Performing Arts: Awarded to Tiah N and Josie S for their
creative and well thought out response in the Mime
Performance Task. Well done!
OSHC: Awarded to Mia M for becoming more confident and
independent at OSHC.

IMPORTANT DATES
Friday 13th May—Gr.3-6 camp forms and full payment due
Wednesday 18th May—School Council
Monday 23rd May—Curriculum day—no students at school

Tuesday 24th May—Division Cross Country @ Chairo
Friday 27th May—Winter Sports
Monday 6th to Wednesday 8th June—Gr.3-6 camp

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Dear Parents and Carers
Celebration of the Week
•
NAPLAN testing is done and dusted for another year. Well done to all
students in Years 3 and 5 as well as students in Years 4 and 6 for the
changes and commitment to completing the exams this week. The
results generally arrive at schools around August.
Farmworld Presentation
Last week we welcomed the team
from Lardner Park Events, led by the
CEO Craig Debnham. Craig and his
team visited our assembly to present
our school with a very big cheque for
$8000. The $8000 from this year’s
delivery service will go towards the
development of a new “natural”
outdoor play space that will be
planned throughout this year with
input from students.

Curriculum Day 23rd May
All of our school staff will be involved in a professional Learning Day on Monday 23rd May.
This day will be centred around the teaching of writing, in particular, the 6+1 Traits of
Writing. Teachers will be working with Victorian writing curriculum to develop a solid
understanding of the requirements at each curriculum level and what skills students need to
develop to continually improve their writing. We will keep parents informed of some of this
work through this newsletter over the coming weeks and months.
School Cross Country
Our school cross-country was run at
school on Wednesday this week. Mr
Moore will be notifying the students
in Years 3-6 who have progressed to
the Division Cross-Country to be held
at Chairo College on Tuesday 24th
May. Well done to all students who
had a go at this endurance event!

Michael Smith—Principal
Caring, Respectful, Learners

Our unit of work on Positive Coping will
continue next week as we learn about how
our responses to situations impact on others
and also discuss how we can develop and
show an awareness of the feelings of others.

Flu season and COVID-19 Vaccination Information
With borders opening and the arrival of colder weather, cases of influenza (the flu) are increasing throughout Victoria.
Our community is at risk of higher rates of students and staff affected by the flu or COVID-19 this season.
What to do if your child gets sick
To help keep your child and our school community safe, please take the following steps if your child has any cold or flulike symptoms:

•

take a COVID-19 test and follow the current Department of Health isolation requirements if a positive result is
shown

•

keep your child at home until their symptoms pass

•

common flu-like symptoms include a high fever, cough, runny nose, loss of appetite, body aches and feeling
extremely weak and tired

•

diagnosis of the flu can only be confirmed by a doctor after a nose or throat swab

•

encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and ask them to cover their nose and mouth when sneezing and
coughing.
COVID-19 vaccination
COVID-19 vaccines are available free of charge to everyone aged 5 years and over in Australia.
It is important that children and young people have the best possible protection against the flu and COVID-19 by getting
vaccinated.
Ensuring your children are protected against serious illness helps to protect everyone in our community, including older
family members who may be at higher risk, along with younger children who can’t receive vaccinations yet.
You can book COVID-19 vaccinations through the COVID-19 hotline on 1800 675 398 or at a participating GP, pharmacy,
or community health service.
Some local schools are also holding walk-in COVID-19 vaccination clinics on school grounds. Vaccination settings can be
found at the Vaccine Clinic Finder.
Flu vaccination
Flu vaccination is recommended for everyone aged 6 months and over.
Some people are more at risk of complications from the flu and are eligible for free vaccination under the National
Immunisation Program including:
• anyone aged 65 years and older
• Pregnant women (at any stage of pregnancy )
• all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged from 6 months and over
• people 6 months or older with:
 heart disease
 chronic lung disease (including people with severe asthma who require frequent hospital visits)
 chronic neurological conditions
 impaired immunity
 haemoglobinopathies (blood disorders caused by genetic changes)
 diabetes
 kidney disease
• children on long-term aspirin therapy from 6 months to 10 years
• children aged from 6 months to under 5 years.
Flu vaccinations can be booked through GPs and pharmacies, many of which can also provide COVID-19 vaccinations. If
you would like more information about the flu vaccination, visit the Better Health Channel.

GETTING TO KNOW DSPS STAFF
Name:

Maddison Heard

Eye colour: Hazel
Family / Pets: Husband (Norman), Son (Hamish), Dog (Buddy) and 2 Cats (Snow & Zeus).
How long have you been at DSPS? 2 years.
What does a perfect weekend look like for you?
When we get the chance, we like to get away to the beach. On a sunny day
we go to a nearby lake to dip our feet in the water and look for schools of
fish to watch. Hame loves to dig holes and is starting to build sandcastles
with us.
What’s a great book you’ve read recently?
Thunder Down Under by Timothy Knapman and Steve James.
Hamish thinks it’s hilarious and we read it often.
Do you have a favourite movie?
Harry Potter, all of the movies (and books).
If you could visit anywhere in the world
you’ve never been, where would you go?
I have always wanted to go to Disney World
in Orlando Florida. While I’m there I would love to go to the
Wizarding World of Harry Potter.
What’s your secret talent that no one knows about?
Making coffee, I used to be a Barista at a local coffee shop in Yarragon. I
now have a machine at home to make delicious drinks (when there’s
time).
What’s your favourite season and why?
I really like Autumn and seeing the leaves change and fall. They are so
pretty (when they aren’t blocking gutters). I can recall raking huge piles
of leaves to jump on at home, before either putting them onto the
garden bed or into the green waste bin.
What’s your guilty pleasure?
Podcasts, I love listening to them on the way to work. There are some really great
ones that I listen to with Hame too that retell children’s story books.
What is the best piece of advice you’ve ever received?
Look for the best thing in every day.

In Maths this term,
students have begun
learning more about
place value and creating
numbers using ones,
tens and hundreds.

Batpig: When Pigs Fly By Rob Harrell
Gary Yorkshire is a regular pig. A pink, fuzzy pig.
He lives in a big city and enjoys spending time with his friends Carl
the fish and Brooklyn the bat.
One day, Gary is involved in a rather unusual accident involving
his friend Brooklyn. It's soon after that Gary begins to feel
strange. Soon Gary, the regular, everyday pig, becomes
something more.

Gary now wants to sleep during the day and be awake all night.
He's suddenly really hungry and strong and has x-ray vision. He
can also float in the air. Is it floating or flying?!
When realisation hits, Gary is quite excited. Could he possibly be a superhero?
What should his superhero name be? It doesn't take long for Gary to decide. Batpig. And Batpig is not
a regular, everyday pig.
Batpig: When Pigs Fly is the story of how Gary adjusts to becoming a superhero and keeping the city
safe. It's about how Batpig gets his own superhero outfit, saves someone from being robbed, and
starts a new superhero legend. Batpig also encounters a villain, the enormous dinosaur Repto-Man.
Author and illustrator, Rob Harrell takes readers on a wild ride as Batpig develops his superhero
persona. The story is full of humour for kids, and a little something extra for any adult readers. With a
simple comic strip style, the story is presented in chapters in a
novel-length graphic novel.

Find this and other
great books in the
DSPS library!

Batpig: When Pigs Fly is a great story for reluctant readers, and
those who enjoy books like Captain Underpants and The Bad
Guys series.
Book review from kids’ book review

MUSIC LESSONS AT
DROUIN SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Piano, guitar, flute, clarinet, saxophone, and violin lessons are
available at DSPS! There are group lessons or private lessons
available. Group lessons are $10 a week. Private lessons of 20min
are $19, and 30min are $28 per week.
Please call Sarah Considine if interested on Mob:0427885306.

2 FREE Parent webinars by child psychologist:
Learn to support your primary school aged child with worry,
frustration, managing impulses and tricky behaviour. Zoom into 1
or both – 1 hr duration
1) Wednesday 11th of May 2022 at 7pm (AEST) - “Calm and Connected Kids” – learn
to help children to develop positive friendships and manage peer difficulties which
often arise in primary school.
Click here:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81238889177?
pwd=NlRnYVpJbXJxR3R3a1FvYUdjZFBFZz09
Zoom Meeting ID: 812 3888 9177 Passcode: 159022
2) Wednesday 8th of June 2022 at 7pm (AEST) – “Calm and Co-operative Kids” –
learn to help children who have a tendency towards frustration, have difficulties
managing impulses or feeling unco-operative.
Click here:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87172614896?
pwd=K0YxWU5YYy9aYnZqcjlsakw1RXNRZz09
Zoom Meeting ID: 871 7261 4896 Passcode: 276561
No RSVP necessary but “zoom in” quickly as only 100 zoom spots available each
session. We ask that in the zoom waiting room your provide your email and postcode
for handouts to be provided.
Presented by Calm Kid Central and clinical child psychologist Kirrilie
Smout. Kirrilie has had 25 years experience in working with children
and families, is the author of two books about children and mental
health and regularly consults with national bodies about child mental
health concerns. She is the Director of Calm Kid Central, an online
program of courses to help children manage emotional health
challenges. Go to: www.calmkidcentral.com (Free using FIRSTYEAR
access code). Or scan the QR code which sends you directly to Calm
Kid Central.
Any questions please contact Sandra on:
Sandra@developingminds.net.au
Funded by Gippsland Primary Health Network (GPHN)

