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Student of the Week
All Preps!: For a wonderful start to DSPS!
Travis M: For making great decisions when choosing a
spot to do his learning.
Levi S: For making a great start to the year by modelling
classroom expectations and helping others.
Archie P: For displaying behaviours that uphold our school
values and for inspiring his classmates to do the same.
Amazing Archie!
Hunter W: For engaging in his learning tasks and
demonstrating our school values.
Isabelle S: For being a great learner and finding collective
nouns in your reading. Well done!

IMPORTANT DATES
Thursday 24th February—District Swimming Carnival
Tuesday 1st March—Aths Sports Carnival—Geoff Watt Track
Wednesday 2nd March—School Council meeting
Thursday 3rd March—School photos
Monday 7th March—back up day for School Aths
Monday 14th March—Labour Day—public holiday

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Dear Parents and Carers
Celebration of the Week
Our Music classes began this week for all grades. Mrs Phillips has reported
that all classes did a wonderful job in their Music sessions. It was great for me to hear the
sounds of short compositions relating to beat and rhythm coming down the corridor.
COVID News

We encourage all families to test children 2 times per week with the Rapid Antigen Tests
provided. We know that Covid is still circulating in the community and we need to work
together to keep each other safe and healthy.
We currently have been notified of 1 active case in the school - this means that we need to
watch out for symptoms, stay at home if unwell and use the RAT to test for Covid. The school
only needs to be notified if a positive result is registered on the RAT. We can assist families
with advice when this occurs. An email and Dojo post sent this week have contained
information relating to what to do if you register a positive result on a RAT.

2022 Priorities
All state government school shave 2 priority areas for 2022. these are as follows:
1.

Learning - Support both those who need extra support and those who have thrived to
continue to extend their learning, especially in numeracy

2.

Wellbeing - Effectively mobilise available resources to support students' wellbeing and
mental health, especially the most vulnerable

Throughout the year Drouin South Primary School will be continuing to provide a strong
focus on both Literacy and Numeracy through our Reader’s and Writer’s Workshops each day
as well as through an engaging approach to teaching and learning in Mathematics. Our wellbeing team will monitor the well-being of our students and identify appropriate supports
throughout the year. Our recent staff professional learning on Trauma Informed Strategies
has been one part of upskilling ourselves in response to approaches to well-being.
School Athletics Day

Our school athletics carnival is in the planning stages. It will be held on 1st March at the
Geoff watt Track in Warragul. More information will be sent home soon.
Michael Smith—Principal

Caring, Respectful, Learners

1/2S have been learning about what it looks and feels
like to be respectful, caring learners, during our
sessions. They have been learning the routine of what
is expected during each session so they can become
independent learners.

GETTING TO KNOW DSPS STAFF
Name:

Joshua Hasan

Eye colour: Brown [how exciting]
Family: Wife (Jennifer), 2 boys (Samuel & Jaime)
How long have you been at DSPS? 2 weeks.
What does a perfect weekend look like for you?
Family time by going out for brunch, visiting families and eating lots of food.
Doing stuff in the backyard with my 2 year old.
What’s a great book you’ve read recently?
‘The Messenger’ Markus Zusak
Do you have a favourite movie?
I enjoy great films that have faired well at the Academy Awards. I have a lot of
favourite ones but ‘Remember The Titans’ comes to mind. This film always
hits my nerves and makes me realise how far we have come together. It’s also
a great film for coaching young guys about sport and life.

If you could visit anywhere in the world you’ve never been, where would you go?
I don’t like travelling [I have issues at the airport] but I have done a lot
over the years. I have been blessed to work overseas in Bangladesh, Thailand, Samoa and
done some local stuff also In various states. I was a youth worker in Tom Price [WA] and that
was an eye opener! So hot consistently and so far away from the nearest towns. Samoa and
Hobart were my favourite places for holiday.
What’s your secret talent that no one knows about? I can play table tennis well without
effort. I am an allrounder in sports but for some reason table tennis seems to trump all of them and it’s the
least of all I have ever played.

What’s your favourite season and why?
Spring. It's a psychological reason as much as anything, as we have just come out
of winter and I love seeing the changes in temperature, along with the flowers
and people coming outside. I also love summer and it is just around the corner
when you’re in Spring!!
What’s your guilty pleasure?
I love food and the fatter the better. KFC and New York Cheesecakes I cannot say no
to!!!

What is the best piece of advice you’ve ever received?
I have had plenty of advice over the years and it has come from amazing leaders in their fields all over the
world. The one that keeps coming back to me is ‘to serve is to be humble’. Putting others first and at times its
painful to be humble but in the long run its worth it. Proverbs 11:12

The Respectful Relationships program is
a core component of the Victorian
Curriculum that supports schools to
promote and model respect, positive
attitudes and behaviours.
This year each class will have weekly Respectful Relations lessons that follow a
set plan that sequences learning activities over the
year. The age appropriate lesson plans and
supporting resources have been developed by
experts from Deakin University and the University of
Melbourne.
Each week in the newsletter, we will provide a brief
overview of the learning for the following week. If
you have any additional questions regarding this
initiative, please speak to a staff member.
Next week’s Respectful Relations lesson for
all year levels focus on ‘Emotional Literacy’.
This includes learning such as identifying
emotions, how emotions influence behaviour
and ways to regulate our emotions.

Pony By R.J. Palacio
Maybe life knows where it’s going before you do sometimes….
Silas Bird looked up and saw the pony standing in front of the house. His coat gleamed black in
the sunlight and his neck was arched and muscular, topped by that
all white head, which made for a most peculiar spectacle. He had
long black lashes and eyes of a pale blue.
‘Do you think they sent him back here for me?’
The unforgettable novel from the bestselling, award-winning author
of Wonder.

Find this and other great books
in the DSPS library!

