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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to the 2022 school year!
I wish to congratulate all of our students for the way they have settled into their
classes during the first few days. All of the students have done a wonderful job of
coming into school and demonstrating our values of being caring, respectful learners. Our new Prep
students have been absolutely amazing and have been already doing some fantastic learning. Let’s
hope that the rest of our 2022 school year can continue to run as smoothly as it has this week!
Welcome New Staff
It is always exciting to welcome new staff members into our school community. This year we welcome
three new members of staff. Mr Matt Grimshaw is teaching Prep this year and will be our Junior Team
leader. Matt has been teaching at a number of other schools, most recently at Pakenham
Consolidated school.
Ms Sam Berry and Mr Josh Hasan also join our team as Education Support staff. Both Sam and Josh
have been getting to know the staff and students this week and we are excited to welcome them onboard.
We will introduce all three new staff members to you in the coming newsletters.
Preps—Wednesdays Off—FROM LAST YEAR
This Wednesday was the first “rest day” for our 2022 Prep students. Mr Grimshaw will be meeting
individually with each Prep student over the coming Wednesdays to do some 1:1 assessments. This
information is very useful for helping to determine a starting point for learning and for measuring
learning progress throughout the year. Matt will be in touch with Prep parents to arrange a time for
the assessments.
ASSEMBLIES-EVERY FRIDAY AT 2.50PM IN THE UNDERCOVER AREA –ALL PARENTS WELCOME

IMPORTANT DATES
Thursday 24th February—District Swimming Carnival
Tuesday 1st March—Aths Sports Carnival—Geoff Watt Track
Wednesday 2nd March—School Council meeting

Thursday 3rd March—School photos
Monday 7th March—back up day for School Aths
Monday 14th March—Labour Day—public holiday

COVID and Return to School
A number of processes and rules have come into play for the start of the school year in order to keep school
communities safe from Covid, to minimise the spread of the virus and to try to keep interruptions to learning
to a minimum. These include:
Rapid Anitigen Tests (RATs) - the state government will provide all students and staff with enough RAT tests to
conduct 2 per week over the first 4 weeks of school. Unfortunately, Drouin South PS has not yet received our
supply of RATs despite several emails and phone calls to the relevant departments. We have been advised that
our RATs are on the way and that we can expect the rest of our delivery early next week. Parents will be notified
as soon as the RATs are ready for collection. Any positive cases will need to be reported to the school and
appropriate isolation of infected persons and household contacts will need to occur. More information will be
sent home when the RATs arrive.
Masks—masks are compulsory inside school buildings for adults and for all students in Years 3-6. masks are
highly recommended for students in years P-2. Teachers do not have to wear masks whilst directly teaching
with students. We ask that parents please ensure students bring fresh masks to school each day.
Vaccinations—All staff members are fully vaccinated and will all be required to have their 3rd dose within the
coming weeks. Vaccinations are now available for primary aged children and we encourage families to make
appointments to have children vaccinated. Any volunteers who work in the school or at school based events
also need to be vaccinated. Visitors/parents must show vaccination status and sign in to enter any school
buildings.
Air Purifiers—The school has received 6 air purifiers. These have been placed in each classroom as these are
the areas that students and staff occupy most often throughout the school day.
Fresh Air Breaks—Teachers will be increasing the number of opportunities that students have to use outside
areas. This may be extra outdoor physical activity, outside lessons and general breaks throughout the day.
Limiting Inside Visitors—School are still required to limit the number of visitors entering buildings. We ask that
parents refrain from entering buildings at school unless absolutely necessary or by appointment.
and only for exceptional circumstances.
Encourage social distancing and personal hygiene—social distancing is very difficult to uphold in schools. We
will encourage students to wash hands regularly and will provide sanitiser for use in all classrooms.
Specialist Subjects
This year our “specialist” learning areas will include Physical Education (Mr Denby Moore) and the Arts (visual
and performing—Mrs Adelle Phillips) These lessons will commence next week and will be held from Monday to
Wednesday. All classes will have 1 hour of physical education and 2 hours of The Arts.
Michael Smith—Principal
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GRADES AND TEACHERS FOR 2022
Prep

Mrs Matt Grimshaw

Grade 1/2S

Mrs Melissa Swan

Grade 1/2H

Mr Ashley Hallihan

Grade 3/4

Ms Anna Nauta

Grade 4/5

Mrs Jordan Puncher (Mon,Tue) Mr Denby Moore (Wed, Thurs, Fri)

Grade 5/6

Mrs Belinda Moore

PE

Mr Denby Moore (Mon, Tues)

The Arts

Mrs Adelle Phillips (Mon, Tues, Wed)

Tutoring-Catch-Up

Ms Eden deRobillard (Mon-Fri)

Education Support

Mrs Jenny Eacott, Ms Sam Berry, Mr Josh Hasan

Curriculum Day—31st January
All staff worked extremely hard on Monday this week as we prepared to build our knowledge for the school
year. Donna Richards from the Australian Childhood Foundation presented a day focused on “Making Space for
Learning” - How to support students who have been affected by childhood trauma.
We learned about the development of the human brain and how negative experiences in early childhood can
affect the development of a human brain. One of the major developmental issues it can cause is the inability for
human beings to self-regulate their emotions. Often the smallest of triggers (e.g. a sound, a smell, a facial
expression) can be enough to cause some children to go into fight, fright or freeze response. This can often
cause disruption in class and learning or in severe cases can lead to injury to self and others.
Our role as educators is to try to work with our trauma affected students in ways that assist them to become
more self-regulating as children and into their adult lives. We discussed many strategies that can be applied
including simple strategies that can be used in all classrooms with all children.

PE—Mondays and Tuesdays

Art & Music—Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays
Remember your smock for Art!
HATS, DRINK BOTTLES AND NAMES ON ITEMS
As a Sun-Smart School, all students are required to wear a hat whilst outside between MidAugust and beginning of May each year. Students that don’t wear a hat are required to play in
the undercover area at recess and lunch times. It is also important to have a water-bottle
(non-glass) for use at school.

All items of clothing and all belongings should be clearly
named. Many items are found at school each day and
most are able to be returned to their owner as they are
clearly named. There are many items that unfortunately
end up in lost property and never find their owner again!
Car Parking
We understand that the school car park areas can become quite busy at the end of the school
day. We ask that parents please use the marked spaces at the front of the school OR park at
the Drouin South Hall. Please do not park in the bus loop, the staff car park, on the
neighbour’s property/driveway or across the other side of Westernport Rd. One way of
ensuring a car park space is to arrive 5 to 10 minutes after the bell. There is a teacher on gate
duty (front and back) until 3.30pm each day. Please see the plan below.

