
IMPORTANT DATES    
Prep Information Night ( Date To be confirmed) 

Wednesday 18th August—Winter Sport (Soccer) 

Wednesday 18th August— School Council 7.30pm (via web-ex) 

Wednesday 25th August—no country buses / Drouin SC Curriculum Day 

Week 7—(23rd-27th August) 3 Way Conversations (Times to be confirmed) 

“Learning Together” 

A community of active thinkers who can achieve their dreams. 

Caring, Respectful, Learners 

Issue No. 23                       13th August 2021 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Year 6 Public Speaking 
Congratulations to 3 of our Year 6 students who participated in Round 1 of 
the Lions Junior Public Speaking Competition today. 
Jaxon Allcock,  Ashley Godman and Ruby Kruizinga each presented a speech before their 
peers and judges this afternoon.  The topic was “Inventions that Changed the World”.  Mrs 
Moore, Ms Louise and myself all had the pleasure of being informed and entertained by each 
of the speakers. The speakers were judges on a number of criteria and although it was 
extremely close, Jaxon Allcock was declared the winner of our school round.  He has now 
been invited to compete against other local schools on Wednesday 18th August at 6pm at 
the Drouin Golf Club.  We wish Jaxon all the best and congratulate him on his efforts. 
 
Victorian High Ability Program 
The Department of Education invites students from school across Victoria to participate in 
the Victorian High Ability Program each term based on their academic performance. Last 
Term, Alyssa Welford and Lucy Vivash both participated in the program that is held as a 
weekly online lesson facilitated by the Virtual School Victoria.  Lucy was successful in 
completing the Primary Maths Course-Patterns: From Symbols to Secrets.  Alyssa completed 
a writing course called “The Power of the Pen”.  Well done to both students.  We are very 
proud of you. 
 



Emergency management Planning and Practise 
As part of our commitment to safety, every school in Victoria is required to have an extensive 
documented emergency management plan.  Our plan is reviewed each year with the assistance 
of local emergency services and Department of Education representatives.  Part of the plan 
involves practising a number of procedures including: Evacuations (on site and off-site), Lock-
downs, lock-outs and shelter in place.  These are generally practised without prior warning to 
ensure we can test the effectiveness of our processes.  Teachers always discuss with students 
the reasons for these practises.  We will continue to conduct these trial runs each term to 
ensure we are ready should a real emergency ever arise. 
 
COVID Restrictions 
Unfortunately we are still subject to some restrictions in relation to COVID.  
This means at present that we can’t run events such as Prep Information Night and Transition 
Sessions.  It also may affect our opportunity to run 3-way/Student Led Conversations.  We will 
keep families posted as to when things change. 
 
Drouin Secondary College Curriculum Day—No Country Bus Service 
Please note that Wednesday 25th August is a curriculum day at Drouin Secondary College. 
There will be no country buses running on this day. 
 
 
Michael Smith—Principal 

Caring, Respectful, Learners 

 

Change of clothes 

Especially with the wet 

weather, it is a great idea 

to keep a change of 

clothes in a plastic bag in 

your 

child’s 

school bag.   

Donations of unwanted 

school pants 

If your child has grown out of 

their school pants, we would 

love to have them donated to 

the school to use!  

Please drop them 

off at the office. 

Thank you! 



Year 4/5 Camp Reflections 

As you all know, Senior school 

students travelled to Tynong 

North last week to attend the Mill 

Valley Ranch school camp. The 

weather was chilly but we only 

had to contend with minimal rain. 

Some of the students in Year 4/5 

have completed a camp reflection 

that we hope you enjoy!!    Thank 

you to the parents who all did a 

wonderful job in helping their child 

get organised for camp.  Also a big shout out to Ms. Nauta who did a great job 

coordinating the camp, including multiple reshuffles as restrictions took hold!! In fact, 

we were lucky to avoid the 6th lockdown by a day…   

 

Writing Reflection, School Camp 

by Carley 

My two friends and I were so excited to do archery at camp. 

I had to hook the arrow on to the clips and pull it back as far 

as possible. As I launched the arrow it flew high into the sky 

AND  it hit the shed wall!  I had to twist it and pull it hard to 

try  to get it out of the wall.  Finally, it came out! 

Lucky, this was my last arrow. Who  knows  where the next 

one would have ended  up.  

 

A Camp Experience by Harry Sezney  

 

The thing about camp that really made me want to go out and do it again was the 

movie night with all of my friends. We were in our sleeping bags all rugged and it was 

so fun because we got to buy snacks and enjoy the night with a bit later of a bedtime 

than usual. That made it even more fun so we could chat with our friends! 

When we went to bed after the movie night we were thinking how exiting the next day 

would be getting in that nice and warm shower, getting dressed, and about enjoying the 

exiting stuff ahead.  

So before we drifted off to sleep we got snug up in our sleeping bags and chatted 

about how their last night at camp had been.  



 Camp Reflection by Oscar Patterson  

This year (2021) we went to Mill Valley Ranch for our school camp. On the second day, 

Will and Iwere partners for camp cooking. We made damper! 

First we went outside to collect some sticks. 

Then, we got some damper and rolled it into a snake shape. 

After that, we stuck the damper onto the end of the stick. 

Then, we sat at the fire and held the stick over the flames to cook it. 

Once it was a golden-brown colour, we took it off the stick, put it on a plate and ate it! 

It was nice but it could've been better if ours wasn't burnt!! 
 

Raft Building by Will Martin  

Raft building was a ride and a half as we had build a raft  that 
could float and that’s harder than it sounds. Now it’s time to 
introduce the enemy team now they had it good at the start but 
then they took the raft apart three times and ended up with three 
tubes!!  Their raft was very close to winning against us but me 
(the hero of the team) could not care less about the cold and 
jumped right in the water which was -20 degrees water and 
made our team win.  I was so proud of myself as I rushed 
myself to our last floating raft parts and got to shore and won for 
the team.  The end.   
 

Archery by Campbell Hales     

Archery was our 2
nd

 event. My 1
st
 shot I didn’t pull the bow and 

arrow back enough so hit the ground and my group hit and the rest hit the target. My 2
nd

 

shot I did pull back enough and hit the white and my hole group hit the target 1 hit blue 1 

hit white and 2 hit black. My 3
rd

 shot I hit white again the rest of my group hit blue white 

and 2 blacks again. My groups 4
th
 shot hit yellow white black on the ground and mine hit 

blue. Through the whole session only 1 bullseye was hit. Well anyway my groups 5
th
 shot 

hit 2 blacks 1 white 1 blue and I hit blue with is the same with my whole groups 6
th
 shot.     

 

By Erica Jessup   

At Mill Valley Ranch all the activities were extraordinarily fun my 

favourite was Archery, Horse Riding and free time. The food there 

was really good, for breakfast on Tuesday and Wednesday we 

had an option of cereal of toast on the first night of camp we had 

pasta and garlic bread.  For lunch on Tuesday we had potatoes 

and all sorts of beans it was disgusting, for dinner that night we 

had rice with chicken and for lunch on the last day of camp :( we 

had salad rolls.  

On the first night we had a night walk I fell in a puddle and jarred 

my wrist and on the second night we watched a movie the movie 

was called Thunderbirds. In my cabin I had Livvi, Millie, Ruby, 

Ash, Shanay and Isla.  



Raft building by Liv Watson 

When we got there we got split into two teams each team got some wood, pipes and 

rope and had 20 minuets to build a raft. Then we would choose 4 people either have 1 

person on the raft and 3 people pushing it or we would have 2 people and 2 pushing for 

each team. We also got lifejackets to keep us safe before going in the lake when Arron 

said go both teams would race to the little ball and back. Once we got back we would 

have to put all the building materials 

back where they belonged and the team 

that did that the quickest would win.  We 

won because the other team had a 

penalty.  
 

Raft building by Lilly 

So we had to go in groups of two, I was 

in group two with Liv and some other 

people. I was helping to build the raft 

that only had three air filled poles tied up 

with a rope. 

When the 20 minutes was up. We put 

the raft in the water. A few people from my group pushed the raft in. Then Liv hopped on 

the raft. Then the raft collapsed, and then Liv went backwards in the water. It was so 

funny and poor Liv got drenched. We packed up all of the poles and ropes and we won!   
 

THE HIKE by Xander 

We went on a hike and the lady Taylor was leading the walk and she said it would be up 

hill for a little bit but it wasn’t and when we reached the top it was a beautiful view of the 

town and it was worth it. On the way down we found a stick hut and it had skulls in it, it 

was so weird and we went in a lop and we also found a BMX track. Ane the rest was 

easy to walk back to camp and we also found a tractor in a ocked up shed and then we 

were back were we started and it was actually really fun and we went to bed. 
 

By Livvi Ward 

At Mill Valley ranch  All the activities were so amazing and so fun and the staff were so 
nice . Their  names were Taylah, Sarah And Aaron   We did lots of activities, my fav were 
Raft Building ,Hola hoop thing and Archery and Horse riding . The food was really good 
for both breakfast s, we had Cereal, toast and juice . For dinner the 1

st
 night We had 

pasta Hmmm that was so yummy, and for lunch the next day we had Potatoes  and 
beans, I didn't like that but for dinner that night we had Rice.  
 

On the 1
st
 night we went on a  night hike with Taylah and that was so fun and on the 

second night we went into  barn and played the piano and pool with Ruby and in our  
cabin we played night in the museum.. In the morning I went to Bella’s and Carley’s cabin 
with Erica and played a game at 6 in the morning !  








